
                                                                                 

Introduction 
Does it get attention? 

Does it orient the listener to the subject? 
Does it fit the text?  

What is the purpose of my introduction? 
Is it an appropriate length? 

Structure 
 

Does the order of the sermon make sense 
logically? 

 
Does the structure of the sermon make sense in 

light of the passage that is being preached? 
 

Is the flow of the message easy to follow? 
 
Does the message have one main idea?  Can you 

state it? 
 

Is there an easy to follow link between each of 
the main points? 

 
Do the main points relate back to the main idea? 
 

Are the subpoints clearly related to the main 
points? 

 

Content 
 

Is the message based on Scripture?  Looking at 
the passage being preached, can you easily see 

how it matches up with the message being 
preached? 

 
Is the main point of the message the main point 

of the text? 
 

Is the analysis of the subject thorough?  Is it 
logical? 

 
Is the content of the message expressed in a 

creative manner? 
 
 

THE BIG IDEA 
 

What Am I Talking About? 
 

What Exactly Am I Saying About It?  

STYLE 
 
  Does the way I am speaking make it 

easy or difficult for them to listen? 
 

Is the message interesting? Is it clear? 
 

Is my vocabulary concrete, vivid and 
varied? 

 
 

IMAGINATION  
 

Does the message contain illustrations which shed light 
on the truth? 

 
Do my illustrations draw the listener into the message? 

 
Does the listener have to use his or her imagination at 

all during the message? 
 

Are there any illustrations which are distracting? 

PURPOSE: 
 

What do I want to accomplish? 
 

Why did the author of the passage 
I am preaching want to 

accomplish? 
 

After reading your message, 
answer this question:  So what? 

 

Applications 
 

What specifically should change in the listener’s lives as a 
result of this message? 

 
Does the message clearly show the listener what they need to 

do in order to apply the principles that are being taught? 
 

Do I explain how to go about making applications? 
 
 

Conclusion 
 

Does the message end 
appropriately? 

 
Do I show how the message 

fits together as a whole?  
 

Does the listener know what 
to do as a result of this 

message? 
 

Have I included appropriate 
appeals and suggestions? Delivery 

 
Is the way I am delivering this 

message appropriate with 
what I am talking about? 

 
Can the listener tell I want to 

be heard? 
 

Is there a variety in my tone or 
pitch?   

 
Can the people tell I love 
them from the way I am 

speaking to them? 

AM I READY? 

*some of these questions adapted from 
Haddon Robinson’s Biblical Preaching 


