
A Short 
Introduction  

to the  
Old Testament



The New Testament is hard 
to understand without the 

Old Testament. 

WHY?



A MEGA STORY

FOR THE GLORY OF 
GOD

POINTING TOWARD THE 
SON OF GOD

ABOUT THE KINGDOM 
OF GOD



But, 
what is the 
kingdom of 

God?

THE GARDEN OF 
EDEN GIVES US A 

GLIMPSE



 

THE BEGINNING SHOWS US 
THE ENDING

• God creates the heaven and the 
earth 

• God says let there be light.  

• God gives man the 
responsibility to rule.  

• Man experiences God’s special 
presence in this garden with 
the tree of the knowledge of 
good and evil and the tree of 
life. 

• God creates a new heaven 
and a new earth.  

• God gives the light.  

• God enables man to rule.  

• Man experiences God’s 
special presence in a city 
that’s like a garden with the 
tree of life.

REVELATION 20-22GENESIS 1-2



God’s 
establishing a 

kingdom

Where man rules from 
and over the earth as His 
representative and people 

enjoy His presence and 
blessing as a result. 



BUT, THERE’S 
THIS 

PROBLEM

HIDING FROM GOD 

“...the man and woman 
hid themselves from the 
presence of the Lord...”

SHAME AND FEAR 

“I heard the sound 
of you...and I was 
afraid, because I 

was naked.”

SENT INTO EXILE 

“God drove out the man, 
and ... place the cherubim 

and the flaming sword 
that turned every way to 
guard the way to the tree 



SO THE QUESTION 
IS:

Because, 
clearly 

WE 
cannot!

YES! THE PROMISE THAT 
GIVES US HOPE

WILL GOD FIX 
WHAT MAN HAS 

BROKEN?



Who? 

How?

FROM THEN ON, GODLY 
PEOPLE ARE LOOKING FOR 

THEIR SAVIOR



THE OLD 
TESTAMENT 
IS A STORY 

OF KINGDOM 
THROUGH 

COVENANTS

THERE ARE 5 COVENANTS THAT PROVIDE THE 
BASIC STRUCTURE OF GOD’S GREAT SOLUTION

ANSWER 
REVEALED:



“Then God said to 
Noah and his sons with 

him, ‘Behold, I 
establish my covenant 

with you and your 
offspring after you, and 

with every living 
creature that is with 

you.” 

Genesis 9:8



BUT WAIT, 
WHAT IS A 
COVENANT?

A formal promise.  

It’s something like a contract, 
but with a relationship. 

Sometimes it explains what 
the person in an inferior 
position must do for the 
person in a superior one.   

Other times the person in an 
superior position describes 

what he will do for the person 
in an inferior one.  



A COMMITMENT 
TO THE WORLD

“I will never 
again curse 
the ground 
because of 

man...” 



Adam and Eve 
were the only 
people on the 

planet. 

Adam and Eve 
were in the Garden 
on the mountain.  

Adam and Eve 
were perfect and 

experienced 
perfect fellowship 

with God. 

God commands 
Adam to be fruitful 

and multiply.  

Noah and his 
family are the only 

people on the 
planet.   

Noah and his 
family come out of 

the ark on the 
mountain.  

Noah walked with 
God.  

God commands 
Noah to be fruitful 

and multiply. 



The 
Tower 

of Babel

BUT, NO!



SOLUTION?

“THESE ARE THE 
GENERATIONS OF 

SHEM...”

GOD 
CHOOSES AN 

OLD MAN 
FROM 

BABYLON



“Now the Lord said to Abram, 
‘Go from your country and 

your kindred and your father’s 
house to the land that I will 

show you. And I will make you 
a great nation, and I will bless 

you and make your name 
great, so that you will be a 
blessing. I will bless those 

who bless you, and him who 
dishonors you I will curse, and 

in you all the families of the 
earth shall be blessed.” 

Genesis 12:1-3



A GREAT NATION

LAND

ENEMIES DEFEATED

KINGS



AND 
WHAT 
DOES 

ABRAM 
NEED 

TO DO?



THE PROMISE:   “I WILL DEFEAT SATAN”

THE PLATFORM: “I AM MAKING A COMMITMENT 
TO THE GOOD OF THIS PLANET”

THE PLAN: “I WILL USE ABRAHAM’S OFFSPRING 
TO REVERSE THE CURSE” 

THE QUESTION NOW IS:  HOW?


